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Carnival time masks were permitted to be worn both at the
theatres and in the streets, any attempt to restrict this being
much resented by the people. The Uffizi colonnade, known to
us under such a different aspect, must have presented a sin-
gularly animated and picturesque appearance on an afternoon
preceding one of these masked balls For whenever a masked
ball was to take place in the evening it was customary foi
this to be preceded in the afternoon by a ptomenade in
masks and dominoes under this colonnade, such promenades
being attended by all classes, and even the Grand Duke
himself sometimes taking part in them

But a shadow was cast over everything by the proceedings
of the various powers who were anxious for Gian Gastone1?
death, each bent upon being the first in the field when that
event occurred A slight illness of his in 1728 was at once
represented by Spain and Austria as a mortal bickncss,
whereupon an Imperial edict was issued calling on the Tuscans
when Gian Gastone expiied to acknowledge the bucccbsor
appointed by Austria The Grand Duke lemonstrated against
such a disturbance of his government, but his protests were
ignored In the following year, upon his dislocating his ankle
by a fall, reports of his death were again spread. Spain assem-
bled a fleet and army to take possession of Tuscany, while
Austria sent thirty thousand men into Lombardy, com-
manded by Marshal Daun, who offered their services to the
Grand Duke. But Gian Gastone was determined, if possible,
to prevent Tuscany from being desolated by war, he declined
the offer, and temporised with Spain, and the danger tor the
moment passed off, Gian Gastone agreeing to acknowledge
Don Carlos as his successor, and Spain offering in return to
consent to the Electress Anna Maria Ludovica being a member
of the Cabinet with the title of Grand Duchess.

While all Europe resounded with preparations for war,
the death of Pope Benedict XIII started a fresh series of
negotiation? Austria demanded to be allowed to occupy